VAN BUREN
CONSERVATION DISTRICT 2011 Annual REF

Conservation Conversation

The year 2011 has come and gone

In the past year the Van Buren Conservation District has addee@ca n
tors of the Board. We contributed a great deal to ensure thatvernb51
Wat ershed; we have assisted with 23 farms becoming MABEBMAR |Iv erriofsii eoth
best management practices in The DBPawt Pawt Rhaes rN\vatWeukread s hRaesdo uwicteh Con's
vices staff to enroll Il ocal far mer s -eiing htth ec olhDrAa cRrasr m nBiMaln pBruorgerna nnse
bringing in $1,250,484 and putting conser vat iWen apcrcaecpttiecde sa onne w3 , g0r 2adn
study to work with a Field Print Calculator that will col lcerctr daitar
and how we can help our farmers save money, create better yields a
The District sold thousands of trees and native plants thabl wpr e -
tection and beautification. Dozens of rain barrels are catiewisnagnd
creeks have been cleaned of debris including 4,200 tires thadnmmave
and around our | ocal waterways. Lastly, hundreds of people hawkg be
can put to use in their own |ives through our educational progr ams
One of our Di strict Director s, Shirl ey BushdMAEAPedMekhnwr oadea wiafi da he
wi nner KydheuMbade al ways exceeded the statistical expectations of
The other parts of yodr bjpomeasergday bandtbas 6Thewhame Blurtemi Clonyseu v
has many successes each year that can be measured, but the dredti cat
measure and what makes a great difference in our community.

We are fortunate here in Van Buren County to have a board and staf
Thank you to our project partners, volunteers, and residents in ou

AJ Brucks
Executive Director
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Conservation District/Farm Bureau

Legislative Bus Tour

Senator John Proos and Abbey

at 2011 Ofarm Field Day

2011 Annual Report
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t h t
a il d
m ocu
f wetland Prernartt ifomnds wi | I be used to permanentl v nrotect over
acres, 440 of which are existing wetland| Grant Amount $806,
f wetland Restoration: At | east 100 acres ¥aicr Kundst $L§€§%’
wi || be restored to wetland conditions ota moun ! !
f Outreach & Edoachtie®n, newsletters and ot b rmro—r—cT—T—oTr—o—rrr | be
and distributed to educate | andowners about 't heA ivrgproirettayn coef owo r
and field days wil!/l al so be held
2011 Highlights
f 551 acres of private | and were pe
conservation easements
T Worked with partners on plans for j e
f Held 2 workshops for |l andowners
f Held 2 meetings with township off
f Presented at Mi chi gan Wetl ands As
T Identified high priority wetlands
restoration
f Linked | andowners with appropriat
restoration and protection
Partners involved
f Southwest Michigan Lajd
f I'ndividual |l andowner s
f Two Rivers Coalition
f Ducks Unlimited
f Van Buren County Draif
f Sarett Nature Center
f Vvan Buren Youth Camp
f éand many mor e!

ation District
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Agricultural BMP & Fieldprint Calculator Program
Paw Paw River Watershed

Jared Foster, Conservation Technician

Jared Foster is in his second year with the District working to
of Best Managemé&met i Pracctiooees crops, filter strips & wetland res
tools, efforts and goals, Jared has been working to promotge etshe
growers the chance to compare their grain operations others with
farm inputs Wi th a &loadl 9d bd aghdeepdtrhs ,Igosotk aant ithhe over all i mpa
where we can best focus our efforts in promoting conservation t
promote th® Dewéestcpiece of rental equtiiplmenctor na p2l0alnlt elro,h nwhDiecelr ew d
-Cola Company and The Nature Conservancy.
BMPs and Potential Acreage as p = S £ e k
AWet | and Ref&tl@@atriesn | &E Activities
AConservation Covémi4dcCeser Crdp|ADistributed mailers to Paw [Paw
AConservati on-TTifilDl6aBgcer e No APresented t and recruited [for
AFilter Attarcirpess/ 1 | andowner AMar ket ed nservation Rental Egq
AMai ntained related informat] on
Total Applications in process phs|l ATeamed wit r asioBu fCfoenrmi Brsd gha m
7 applications in process for Eq ASpring Fie Day with Growefrs a
ADevel oped reach materialls fo
Esti mated Potenti al Groundwat e ASpring Fie Day with Growefrs a
23,358,984 total gall ons of wafe
Left:tNbl soy
Partner s withdmore t ha
TThe Nat AL
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Each year, the Conservation Dist-Natcuradr Resdiurees!| Yowiseh viahe od
administer Federal Farm Bill programs such as the Environmenta
Program (CRP), Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP), Wildlif
Wat er Enhancement Program (AWEP) that funds projects specifica
valuable technical assistance to Van Buren County farmers and
but these programs also contribute to the | ocal economy by bri
money has a direct impact on the success of |l ocal farms, busin
cost share dollars brought into Van Buren County as a result o
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