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 Conservation Conversation 

The year 2011 has come and goneé 
 

In the past year the Van Buren Conservation District has added a new staff member making us a team of eight staff and five Direc-
tors of the Board. We contributed a great deal to ensure that 551 acres of wetland be permanently protected in the Paw Paw River 
Watershed; we have assisted with 23 farms becoming MAEAP verified and have made endless efforts to promote soil erosion and 
best management practices in the Paw Paw River Watershed.  The District has worked hard with Natural Resource Conservation Ser-
vices staff to enroll local farmers in the USDA Farm Bill programs. Twenty-eight contracts in Van Buren were accepted this year 
bringing in $1,250,484 and putting conservation practices on 3,024 acres of land in our county. We accepted a new grant for a pilot 
study to work with a Field Print Calculator that will collect data and help us understand what our grain growers are doing in our region 
and how we can help our farmers save money, create better yields and better protect our natural resources. 
 

The District sold thousands of trees and native plants  that were then planted in our county for wind rows, wildlife habitat, soil pro-
tection and beautification.  Dozens of rain barrels are catching rain water for reuse and stormwater diversion. Miles of our rivers and 
creeks have been cleaned of debris including 4,200 tires that have been removed and thousands of pounds of trash picked up from in 
and around our local waterways. Lastly, hundreds of people have been able to expand their knowledge and take home information they 
can put to use in their own lives through our educational programs such as Farming for the Future.   
 

One of our District Directors, Shirley Bush, recently wrote in a congratulatory card to our òMAEAP Technician of the Yearó award 
winner Kyle Mead: òYou have always exceeded the statistical expectations of your job. The statistical area is just black and white.  
The other parts of your job are gray and canõt be measured, but this is where I think you shine.ó The Van Buren Conservation District 
has many successes each year that can be measured, but the dedication, passion and hard work of our board and staff  is harder to 
measure and what makes a great difference in our community. 
 

We are fortunate here in Van Buren County to have a board and staff that really does shine.   
 

Thank you to our project partners, volunteers, and residents in our county for caring and helping us make this all happen.  
 

AJ Brucks 
Executive Director 
 
 



Michiganõs shoreline is a showcase for 
275,000 acres of sand dune for-
mations.   These windswept dunes rep-
resent the largest collection of fresh-
water dunes in the world.  Michigan 
dunes are home to 5 federally listed 
threatened and endangered species.  
The diversity of wildlife, topographic 
relief, vegetation, habitats, and climat-
ic conditions  occurring within these 
landforms represents a phenomenon 
unique to the State of Michigan. 
 
The Van Buren Conservation District 
reviewed 4 permit applications for uses 
in critical dune areas in 2011.   Protec-
tion of   Michiganõs   Critical Dunes is a 
priority to Conservation Districts.  

2011 Board of Directors 
Bryan Cronenwett, Chair 

Carl Druskovich, Vice Chair 
Shirley Bush, Treasurer 
Jan Petersen, Secretary 
Mike Rainey, Member 
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Finances 
   

FY 2011 
   

REVENUES  

  Federal Grants  $   73,208 

  State Grants  $   179,940 

  Local Contributions & Grants  $   71,420 

  Charges for Services  $   10,014   

  Interest & Rentals  $   22,652 

  Other Revenues  $   52,765 

  Reforestation & Other Goods  $   31,229 

  Total Revenue & Other Sources  $  441,228 

    

EXPENDITURES  

  Operations  $   92,264 

  
Michigan Agriculture                   
Environmental Assurance Program  $   122,785 

  
Conservation  Technical Assistance  
Initiative   $   57,583 

  
Black/Paw Paw River Watershed 
Wetland Restoration & Protection  $   74,361 

  
Ag Best Management Practices in 
Paw Paw River Watershed  $   50,778 

  Field Print Calculator  $   6,591   

  Reforestation  $   16,064 

  Depreciation   $   3,109 

    

  Total Expenditures & Other Uses  $   423,535 

  Net Revenues   $   17,693 

  Beginning Fund Balance  $   417,171 

    

  Ending Fund Balance  $   434,864 

Special Thanks 
A very special thanks to our Board for taking 
the time and energy to support the Van Buren 

Conservation District.   
 

Thank you to all those who made donations and 
volunteered their time in support of the 
Conservation District over the past year! 

Michiganõs 

Critical Dune-

Vegetative    

Removal         

Assurance  

Program 

Highlighted Facts! 
¶ 423 hours volunteered 

¶ 1925 educated youth  

¶ 1380 educated adults  

Equipment Rentals 

16 farmers and 245 acres later the 
Brillion Seeder has traveled all over 
our county.   

The Truax No-Till drill was used by 2 farm-
ers to plant 25 acres of land in Van Buren 
County. 

NEW EQUIPMENT! 

Six-row No-Till Corn Planter-Donated to us from  
The Nature Conservancy and Coca Cola ~  

Ready for Rent Spring 2012 
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Congratulations to farms that  
were MAEAP verified in 2011! 

Kyle Mead was honored with the MAEAP Technician of the Year Award for 2011! Kyle has dedicated his last seven years to the 
District, serving as the MAEAP Technician for the Michigan Agriculture Environmental Assurance Program, a grant through the 
Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development (MDARD). He is a specialist in MAEAP, irrigation, and small fruit, and is 
also a member of Michiana Irrigation Association. 
 
The goal of the MAEAP Program is to offer free, confidential, and non-regulatory farm assessments to assist farmers in complying 
with state and federal laws and Michigan Right to Farm Guidelines.  Farm*A*Systs are assessments that evaluate practices done at 
the Farm/Homestead such as Fertilizer Storage, Fuel Storage, Pesticide Storage and Well Isolation.  A Crop*A*Syst works the 
same as a Farm*A*Syst in that there are Assessment Questions pertaining to specific practices, only the Crop*A*Syst covers 
practices done in the field. 
 

¶ Farm*A*Systs completed in FY 2011 ð  35 

¶ Crop*A*Systs completed in FY 2011 ð  4 

¶ Orchard*A*Systs completed in FY 2011 ñ 26 

¶ Livestock*A*Systs completed in FY 2011 ð  1 
 
Practices found with the potential to cause adverse environmental impacts are logged in the Farm*A*Syst or Crop*A*Syst as a     
ôto-do listõ for the producer and Water Stewardship Tech to complete.  When a potential impact is reduced it is known as a Risk 
Reduction.  Risk Reductions can be the closing an unused well, pouring a concrete pad for the transfer of fuels, or erecting a 
building designed specifically for fertilizer and pesticide storage. 
 

¶ Risk Reductions completed in FY 2011 ð  252 
 
Once a Farm has completed a Farm*A*Syst or a Crop*A*Syst, evaluated and reduced all risks on their farm they can then become 
MAEAP Verified by the Michigan Department of Agriculture.  A MAEAP Verification is recognition from the State that all 
practices, procedures and operations done on the farm are environmentally sound according to Michiganõs Generally Accepted 
Agricultural Practices (GAAMPS).  Producers obtaining this Verification may choose to post a sign at their farm site to let friends, 
neighbors, and customers know that environmental stewardship is important to the farm owners and operators. 
 

¶ MAEAP Verifications completed in FY 2011   

¶ Farmstead System Verifications ð 5 

¶ Cropping System Verifications ð  12 
 
The MAEAP Technician also works with closely with the Van Buren and Allegan County Natural Resource Conservation Service 
(NRCS). Contribution Agreement Work with NRCS consists of completing Nutrient Management Plan, Pest Management Plan and 
Irrigation Water Management Plans. 

¶ Contribution Agreements completed in FY 2011 ð  2 

2011 year end percentage:  
271.3% of required deliverables completed 

 

 

Michigan Agriculture Environmental Assurance Program 
Kyle Mead, MAEAP Technician 

Van Buren & Allegan County 
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Accomplishments  
 

¶ 19 Farm*A*Systs 
¶ 9 Crop*A*Systs 
¶ 9 Livestock*A*Systs 
¶ 2 Orchard*A*Systs 
¶ 6 MAEAP Verifications 
¶ 115 Risk Reductions  

Abbey Dorr came to the District in October from the Cass  
County District where she has served/currently serving   
as the Michigan Agriculture Environmental Assurance Program  
(MAEAP) Technician for the Michigan Water Stewardship 
Program. Abbey is also the livestock specialist covering six 
Counties. 
 
MAEAP is an innovative proactive program that helps farms of  
all sizes and all commodities voluntary prevent or minimize  
agriculture pollution risks. It teaches farmers how to identify  
and prevent environmental risks and to comply with state and federal environmental regulations. 
 
To become MAEAP verified farmers must complete three comprehensive steps which include attending an 
educational seminar, conducting an on-farm risk assessment 
(Farm*A*Syst, Crop*A*Syst etc), and passing a third party on
- farm verification.  

Senator John Proos and Abbey 
at 2011 On-Farm Field Day  

Conservation District/Farm Bureau  
Legislative Bus Tour  

Ag Affair V at Dean Mckenzie Farms.  

 

Michigan Agriculture Environmental Assurance Program 
Abbey Dorr, MAEAP Technician 

Cass County 
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Paw Paw and Black Rivers  
Wetland Protection & Restoration Project 

Erin Fuller and Matt Meersman, Watershed Coordinators 

The Van Buren Conservation District continued a three-year grant from the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality 
through the U.S. EPA Federal Clean Water Act. The grant supports activities focused on wetland protection and restoration 
and builds off the watershed management plans developed for the Paw Paw and Black River Watersheds. The project has three 
main focus areas: 

¶ Wetland Protection: Grant funds will be used to permanently protect over 650 
acres, 440 of which are existing wetlands. 

¶ Wetland Restoration: At least 100 acres of land that has been drained in the past 
will be restored to wetland conditions. 

¶ Outreach & Education: Brochures, newsletters and other materials will be developed 
and distributed to educate landowners about the importance of preserving and restoring wetlands.  A variety of workshops 
and field days will also be held. 

 

2011 Highlights 

¶ 551 acres of private land were permanently protected with         
conservation easements 

¶ Worked with partners on plans for 2 wetland restoration projects 

¶ Held 2 workshops for landowners 

¶ Held 2 meetings with township officials 

¶ Presented at Michigan Wetlands Association Conference 

¶ Identified high priority wetlands for future protection &            
restoration 

¶ Linked landowners with appropriate programs to fund wetland     
restoration and protection 

Partners involved 

¶ Southwest Michigan Land Conservancy  

¶ Individual landowners 

¶ Two Rivers Coalition  

¶ Ducks Unlimited 

¶ Van Buren County Drain Commissioner  

¶ Sarett Nature Center 

¶ Van Buren Youth Camp 

¶ éand many more! 
 

 Grant Amount:   $806,551 
 Match Funds:    $807,443 
 Total Amount: $1,613,994 
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Jared Foster is in his second year with the District working to improve ground and surface water quality through the promotion 
of Best Management Practices ð no-till, cover crops, filter strips & wetland restoration.  In addition to his original outreach  
tools, efforts and goals, Jared has been working to promote the Fieldprint Calculator.  The Calculator is an online tool that gives 
growers the chance to compare their grain operations others with the state, county and watershed using real data from their 
farm inputs.  With a goal of 50 growers, weõll also be able to get an in-depth look at the overall impacts to our watershed and 
where we can best focus our efforts in promoting conservation to local growers.  Jared has also been working tirelessly to 
promote the Districtõs newest piece of rental equipment, a 2011 John Deere No-till corn planter, which was donated by the Coca
-Cola Company and The Nature Conservancy. 
 

 
 

BMPs and Potential Acreage as a result of BMP Outreach: 
Å Wetland Restoration ñ 129 acres 
Å Conservation Cover & Cover Crops ñ 941 acres 
Å Conservation Tillage & No-Till ñ 968 acres 
Å Filter Strips ñ 4 acres/1 landowner 
 
Total Applications in process as of December, 2011: 
7 applications in process for CSP, EQIP, CRP, WRP 
 
Estimated Potential Groundwater Recharge: 
23,358,984 total gallons of water 

I&E Activities: 
Å Distributed mailers to Paw Paw Grain growers  
Å Presented at and recruited for Farming for the Future  
Å Marketed Conservation Rental Equipment 
Å Maintained related information on CD website 
Å Teamed with Drain Commissionõs òBuffer Programó 
Å Spring Field Day with Growers and Partner groups 
Å Developed outreach materials for Fieldprint Calculator 
Å Spring Field Day with Growers and Partner groups  
 

Partners: 
*The Nature Conservancy 
*The Coca-Cola Company 
*VB County Drain Commission 
*Natural Resources Conserva-
tion Service 
*SW Mi Planning Commission 
*World Wildlife Fund 
*Field to Market 

Left: No-till soybeans 
with more than 90% 
residue coverage.  Resi-
due on surface helps to 
reduce erosion, hold 
moisture and build soil.  
Right: WRP restored 
wetland. The restora-
tion and purchase of a 
permanent conservation 
easement were paid for 
by NRCS. 

 

Agricultural BMP & Fieldprint Calculator Programs 
Paw Paw River Watershed 

Jared Foster, Conservation Technician 
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Mike Wozniak joined the District in January 2010, after graduating from Michigan State University with a BS in 
Biosystems Engineering and completing his Fundamentals in Engineering exam.   
 
Conservation Technical Assistance Initiative (CTAI) work is performed under the technical guidance of the NRCS 
District Conservationist.   The Technician focuses on practice implementation, design, and construction inspection.  
The position has responsibility to work with individuals in the agricultural community to implement a variety of 
agricultural practices that are funded under the 2008 Farm Bill to address a variety of conventional agricultural 
problems, questions or situations.  These practices include, but are not limited to, pest, nutrient and irrigation 
management, prescribed grazing, tree and shrub establishment, agrichemical handling facilities, fencing, waste 
storage, grassed waterways, grade stabilization structures and heavy use area protection (HUAPõs).  
 
Provides on-site technical assistance for the implementation of conservation measures; completes surveys, de-
signs, and layouts for construction of practices; inspects construction to determine adherence to specifications.  
 
Picture above: CTAI inspecting Waste Storage Facility practice.  
 
Inspection includes: 
 
1.  Practice installed where indicated 
2.  Appropriate materials were used to construct practice 
3.  Proper quantity and placement of material 
4.  Practice built to standards and specifications defined by NRCS  
5.  Over all function of practice meets intended purpose 
 
Picture right: Retention pond for runoff in orchard area. Heavy 
eroding  took place before stabilization. 

 

Conservation Technical Assistance Initiative 
Mike Wozniak, Conservation Technician 



Total amount of farm bill program funding obligated to Van Buren County landowners in 2011:  $1,250,848.44 

Each year, the Conservation District works directly with the USDA- Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) to 
administer Federal Farm Bill programs such as the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP), the Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP), Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP), Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program (WHIP) and the new Agriculture 
Water Enhancement Program (AWEP) that funds projects specifically in our small region. These programs not only offer 
valuable technical assistance to Van Buren County farmers and landowners, helping them become better stewards of the land, 
but these programs also contribute to the local economy by bringing in federal dollars to fund conservation practices. This 
money has a direct impact on the success of local farms, businesses and contractors. The figures below represent the federal 
cost share dollars brought into Van Buren County as a result of this partnership and the farm bill programs. 
 
 
 

The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) is by far the most popular farm bill program in Van Buren County.  
Since FY2007, over $4 Million dollars of federal funding has been allocated to Van Buren County landowners through the EQIP 
program alone.  
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Some of the more common practices funded through 
the EQIP program include (but not limited to): 

¶ Irrigation Water Management 

¶ Pest and Nutrient Management 

¶ Agrichemical Containment Facility 

¶ Cover Crops 

¶ Heavy Use Area Protection 

¶ Prescribed Grazing 

¶ Grade Stabilization Structure 

¶ Windbreak/Shelterbelt Establishment 

¶ Invasive Species control/removal 

¶ Stream Crossing 


