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 Conservation Conversation 

The Van Buren Conservation District had another successful year in 2012.   
 

Colleen Forestieri joined our team of Conservation Technicians, working with farmers to improve farm practices, increase yields, save 
money and help their agricultural land stay sustainable for future years to come.  Colleen was hired to lead a new grant with the Southwest 
Michigan Planning Commission that offers funding for landowners around the Paw Paw River Watershed to put in practices such as no-till, 
mulch-till, cover crops and buffer strips.  Farmers are allowed to place a bid and name their own price to put these practices on the land. 
Changing to these practices holds soil on the land and out of our water bodies resulting in better soil content in the fields, cleaner water 
and improved wildlife habitat. 
 

To further help with these practices a no-till corn and soybean planter was donated to the District  from The Nature Conservancy and  
Coca-Cola Company.  This spring was the first time we were able to rent out this new piece of equipment.  The six row no-till planter was 
able to put nearly 1,000 acres of no-till corn and soybeans in the ground in Van Buren County.   
 

More exciting news! The District partnered with Van Buren County to take on the Resource Recovery Program.  This program involves 
hosting household hazard waste and recycling collections. The District held two household hazard waste and electronic collections this 
year which brought in over 8,000 pounds of household hazard waste and thousands of pounds of electronics.  In partnership with the 
Southwest Michigan Solid Waste Consortium, State of Michigan, and Deer Path Recyclers we offered free scrap tire collection to area  
residents and collected two semi trucks full of used tires.  The District hopes to build this program and reach out to townships, schools and 
businesses to introduce and encourage recycling here in our County. 
 

The District has also accepted another new grant to assist the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality in educating landowners and 
residents about landscaping  around inland lakes to better protect our water quality. A new edition of a Landscaping for Water Quality 
booklet has been updated, revised and is better than ever.  Over 20,000 have been printed and distributed across Michigan. 
 

The Van Buren Conservation District continues to grow with additional staff, new programs and projects, and new ways of outreach to  
better protect our natural resources and increase our community stewardship of the community around us.  Two thousand and twelve was 
a great year for the District and we are excited to continue moving forward and making progress in 2013. 
 

Thank you to our Board, Staff, Partners and local residents for another successful year. 
 

Best regards,  AJ Brucks, Executive Director 



aƛŎƘƛƎŀƴΩǎ ǎƘƻǊŜƭƛƴŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǎƘƻǿŎŀǎŜ ŦƻǊ 
275,000 acres of sand dune formations.   
These windswept dunes represent the  
largest collection of freshwater dunes  
in the world.  Michigan dunes are home  
to 5 federally listed threatened and  
endangered species.  The diversity of  
wildlife, topographic relief, vegetation,  
habitats, and climatic conditions   
occurring within these landforms  
represents a phenomenon unique to the 
State of Michigan. 
 

The Van Buren Conservation District  
reviewed 8 permit applications for uses in critical dune areas in 2012. The 
District works with landowners, landscapers, contractors and builders to  
encourage the least amount of impact and damage to critical dunes.  

tǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ aƛŎƘƛƎŀƴΩǎ /ǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ 5ǳƴŜǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ ǘƻ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ.  

2012 Board of Directors 
Bryan Cronenwett, Chair 

Carl Druskovich, Vice Chair 
Shirley Bush, Treasurer 
Jan Petersen, Secretary 
Mike Rainey, Member 
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Finances from Administrator Kim Sinclair 

   
FY 2012 

   

REVENUES  

  Federal Grants  $ 416,783 

  State Grants  $ 191,447 

  Local Contributions & Grants  $ 117,974 

  Charges for Services  $   22,578  

  Interest & Rentals  $   25,428 

  Other Revenues  $   27,540 
  Reforestation & Other Goods  $   30,950 

  Total Revenue & Other Sources  $ 832,700 
    

EXPENDITURES  
  Operations  $   129,634 

  MAEAP  $   109,939 

  
Conservation  Technical Assistance  
Initiative   $     54,509 

  
Black/Paw Paw River Watershed 
Wetland Restoration & Protection  $   402,184 

  Ag Best Management Practices   $     30,069 

  Field Print Calculator  $     18,371  
  SW MI Planning Commission  $     15,909 

  Resource Recovery  $       5,720 
  MI Natural Shoreline Project  $     17,152 

  Reforestation  $     16,182 

  Total Expenditures & Other Uses  $   799,669 

    

  Net Revenues   $     33,031 

  Beginning Fund Balance  $   434,864 

  Ending Fund Balance  $   467,895 

  *Based on unaudited figures  

Special Thanks 
A very special thanks to our Board for taking the time 
and energy to support the Van Buren Conservation 

District.   
 

Thank you to all those who made donations and 
volunteered their time in support of the Conservation 

District over the past year! 

Michiganõs 

Critical Dune-

Vegetative    

Removal         

Assurance   

Program 

Highlights! 
289 hours volunteered 

1875 educated youth  

1420 educated adults  

Equipment Rentals 

22 farmers and 335 acres later the 
Brillion Seeder has traveled all over 
our county.   

The Truax No-Till drill was used by 7 farmers to 
plant 75 acres of land in Van Buren County. 

NEW EQUIPMENT! 

The first season renting this no-till corn and soybean 
planter was a success.  Ten farmers were able to rent and 

no-till their crops on nearly 1,000 acres. 
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Congratulations to farms that  
were MAEAP verified in 2012! 

Kyle has dedicated his last eight years to the District, serving as the technician for the Michigan Agriculture Environmental Assurance Program 
(MAEAP), a grant through the Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development (MDARD). He is a specialist in MAEAP, irrigation, and 
small fruit, and is also a member of Michiana Irrigation Association. 
 
The goal of the MAEAP Program is to offer free, confidential, and non-regulatory farm assessments to assist farmers in complying with state and 
federal laws and Michigan Right to Farm Guidelines.  Farm*A*Systs are assessments that evaluate practices done at the Farm/Homestead such 
as Fertilizer Storage, Fuel Storage, Pesticide Storage and Well Isolation.  A Crop*A*Syst works the same as a Farm*A*Syst in that there are 
Assessment Questions pertaining to specific practices, only the Crop*A*Syst covers practices done in the field. 
 

Farm*A*Systs completed in FY 2012 ς  25 

Crop*A*Systs completed in FY 2012 ς  9 

Orchard*A*Systs completed in FY 2012 τ 12 

Livestock*A*Systs completed in FY 2012 ς  9 

MAEAP Verifications in FY 2012 - 24 
 
tǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǘƻ ŎŀǳǎŜ ŀŘǾŜǊǎŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƛƳǇŀŎǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƭƻƎƎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ CŀǊƳϝ!ϝ{ȅǎǘ ƻǊ /ǊƻǇϝ!ϝ{ȅǎǘ ŀǎ ŀ Ψto-Řƻ ƭƛǎǘΩ ŦƻǊ 
the producer and MAEAP Technicians to complete.  When a potential impact is reduced it is known as a Risk Reduction.  Risk Reductions can be 
the closing an unused well, pouring a concrete pad for the transfer of fuels, or erecting a building designed specifically for fertilizer and 
pesticide storage. 
 

Risk Reductions completed in FY 2012 ς  476 
 
Once a Farm has completed a Farm*A*Syst or a Crop*A*Syst, evaluated and reduced all risks on their farm they can then become MAEAP 
Verified by the Michigan Department of Agriculture.  A MAEAP Verification is recognition from the State that all practices, procedures and 
ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŘƻƴŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǊƳ ŀǊŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭƭȅ ǎƻǳƴŘ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ aƛŎƘƛƎŀƴΩǎ DŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ !ŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ !ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ tǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎ όD!!aPS).  
Producers obtaining this Verification may choose to post a sign at their farm site to let friends, neighbors, and customers know that 
environmental stewardship is important to the farm owners and operators. 
 

MAEAP Verifications completed in FY 2012   

Farmstead System Verifications ς 10 

Cropping System Verifications ς  10 

Livestock System Verifications - 4 
 
The MAEAP Technician also works closely with the Van Buren and Allegan County Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) to provide 
Contribution Agreement Work through completing Nutrient Management Plans, Pest Management Plans and Irrigation Water Management 
Plans. 

Contribution Agreements completed in FY 2012 ς  2 

2012 year end percentage:  
436.0% of required deliverables completed 

 

Michigan Agriculture Environmental Assurance Program 
Kyle Mead, MAEAP Technician 

Van Buren & Allegan County 
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Michigan Agriculture Environmental Assurance Program 
Abbey Dorr, MAEAP Technician 

Cass County 

Abbey Dorr serves as the Michigan Agriculture Environmental 
Assurance Program (MAEAP) Technician for the Michigan Water 
Stewardship Program covering Cass County. Abbey is also the 
Livestock Specialist covering Southwest MI. 
 
MAEAP is an innovative proactive program that helps farms of  
all sizes and all commodities voluntary prevent or minimize  
agriculture pollution risks. It teaches farmers how to identify  
and prevent environmental risks and to comply with state and  
federal environmental regulations. 
 
To become MAEAP verified, farmers must complete three  
comprehensive steps which include attending an educational seminar, conducting an on-farm risk  
assessment (Farm*A*Syst, Crop*A*Syst etc), and passing a third party on- farm verification.  

Ag Affair VI at Jim Guse Farm 

Van Buren County Farm Bureau  
President Tod Kubiszak presents  
Abbey with Ag Ecology Award 

Accomplishments  
 

7 Farm*A*Systs 
12 Crop*A*Systs 
5 Livestock*A*Systs 
1 Orchard*A*Systs 
11 MAEAP Verifications 
225  Risk Reductions  

Groundwater Presentation at Berrien 5th 
Grade Natural Resource Day 
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Paw Paw and Black Rivers  
Wetland Protection & Restoration Project 

Erin Fuller and Matt Meersman, Watershed Coordinators 

The Van Buren Conservation District continued a three-year grant from the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality through 
the U.S. EPA Federal Clean Water Act. The grant supports activities focused on wetland protection and restoration and builds off the 
watershed management plans developed for the Paw Paw and Black River Watersheds. The project has three main focus areas: 

Wetland Protection: Grant funds will be used to permanently protect over 650 acres, 440 
of which are existing wetlands. 

Wetland Restoration: At least 100 acres of land that has been drained in the past will be 
restored to wetland conditions. 

Outreach & Education: Brochures, newsletters and other materials will be developed and 
distributed to educate landowners about the importance of preserving and restoring wetlands.  A variety of workshops and 
field days will also be held. 

2012 Highlights 

Worked with partners on plans for 4 wetland restoration projects 

Worked with partners and landowners on land protection projects on 90 
acres 

Held 2 workshops for landowners and created other educational materials 

Held 3 meetings and 1 watershed tour for municipal  officials 

Presented at Michigan Association of Conservation Districts Conference 

Identified high priority wetlands for future protection & restoration 

Linked landowners with appropriate programs to fund wetland restoration 
and protection 

Partners involved 

Southwest Michigan Land Conservancy  

Two Rivers Coalition  

US Fish & Wildlife Service 

Ducks Unlimited 

Van Buren County Drain Commissioner  

Sarett Nature Center 

Harbor Shores 

Revolution Designs 

Van Buren County Road Commission 

ΧŀƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƳƻǊŜΗ 

 Grant Amount:   $806,551 
  Match Funds:      $807,443 
  Total Amount: $1,613,994 



Michigan Natural Shoreline Partnership Outreach Project 
Erin Fuller,Watershed Coordinator 

The Van Buren Conservation District was awarded an 18-month grant from the Michigan Department of 
Environmental Quality to support the Michigan Natural Shoreline Partnership, a statewide initiative promoting 
ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǎƘƻǊŜƭƛƴŜ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ aƛŎƘƛƎŀƴΩǎ ƛƴƭŀƴŘ ƭŀƪŜǎΦ  
 
 Activities include: 

assisting with the writing and distribution of Landscaping for Water Quality, a booklet for homeowners 

distributing educational materials statewide to priority townships and lake associations  

assisting in developing measures of success to track the progress of the Michigan Natural Shoreline Partnership 

2012 Highlights 

Printed over 21,000 copies of Landscaping for Water 
Quality and distributed them to DEQ district offices 
and 53 conservation districts  
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 Total Grant Amount:   $20,000 
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Colleen Forestieri is in her first year with the District working to improve ground and surface water quality through the 
promotion of Best Management Practices ς no-till, cover crops, filter strips & wetland restoration.  In addition to her original 
outreach tools, efforts and goals, Colleen is working to promote the Fieldprint Calculator.  The Calculator is an online tool that 
gives growers the chance to compare their grain operations to others in the state, county and watershed using real data from 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀǊƳ ƛƴǇǳǘǎΦ  ²ƛǘƘ ŀ Ǝƻŀƭ ƻŦ рл ƎǊƻǿŜǊǎΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀƴ ƛƴ-depth look at the overall impacts to our watershed 
and where we can best focus our efforts in promoting conservation to local growers.  Colleen has also been working to 
ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ƴŜǿŜǎǘ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ ǊŜƴǘŀƭ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘΣ ŀ нлмм WƻƘƴ 5ŜŜǊŜ bƻ-till corn planter, which was donated by the 
Coca-Cola Company and The Nature Conservancy. The planter was rented out in 2012 to ten Van Buren Landowners who 
implemented almost 1,000 acres of no-till practices. 

BMPs and Potential Acreage as a result of BMP Outreach: 
ω ²ŜǘƭŀƴŘ wŜǎǘƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ τ 94.5 acres into WRP 
ω /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ /ƻǾŜǊ ϧ /ƻǾŜǊ /ǊƻǇǎ τ 402 acres 
ω /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ¢ƛƭƭŀƎŜ ϧ bƻ-Till τ 1084.5 acres 
ω CƛƭǘŜǊ {ǘǊƛǇǎ τ 14 acres/5 landowner 
 

Estimated Groundwater Recharge: 
110,928,222 total gallons of water 
 

Estimated Sediment Reduction: 
403 total tons of erosion prevented  

I&E Activities: 
Spring Field Day with Growers and Partner groups  
Recruiting for Fieldprint Calculator  
Managed No-Till Rental Equipment schedule 
Developed Sediment Reduction Grant guidelines 
Developing contracts for Groundwater Recharge              

   Grants 
Working with Drain Commissioner on  

   Buffer Programs 
Recruited for Farming for the Future 

Partners: 
*The Nature Conservancy 
*The Coca-Cola Company 
*VB County Drain Commission 
*NRCS 
*SW Mi Planning Commission 
*World Wildlife Fund 
*Field to Market 

Left: No-till soybeans 
with more than 90% 
residue coverage.  Resi-
due on surface helps to 
reduce erosion, hold 
moisture and build soil.  
Right: WRP restored 
wetland. The restoration 
and purchase of a per-
manent conservation 
easement were paid for 
by NRCS. 

 

Agricultural BMP & Fieldprint Calculator Programs 
Paw Paw River Watershed 

Colleen Forestieri, Conservation Technician 

Photograph by TNC Archives  
George Kusmack, Van Buren County farmer (left), Colleen Forestieri, VBCD (center), John Legge, The Nature Conservancy (right) 
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Mike Wozniak joined the District in January 2010, after graduating from Michigan State University with a BS in Biosystems  
Engineering and completing his Fundamentals in Engineering exam.   
  
Conservation Technical Assistance Initiative (CTAI) work is performed under the technical guidance of the NRCS District  
Conservationist.  This work is primarily focused on individuals in the agricultural community to provide on-site technical  
assistance for the implementation of conservation measures; completes surveys, designs, and layouts for construction of  
practices; inspects construction to determine adherence to specifications.  These practices include, but are not limited to, 
pest, nutrient and irrigation management, prescribed grazing, tree and shrub establishment, agrichemical handling facilities,      
ŦŜƴŎƛƴƎΣ ǿŀǎǘŜ ǎǘƻǊŀƎŜΣ ƎǊŀǎǎŜŘ ǿŀǘŜǊǿŀȅǎΣ ƎǊŀŘŜ ǎǘŀōƛƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀǾȅ ǳǎŜ ŀǊŜŀ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ όI¦!tΩǎύΦ  
  
The CTAI grant also allows for the technician to work closely with the MAEAP Program to offer free, confidential, and  
non-regulatory farm assessments to assist farmers in complying with state and federal laws and Michigan Right to  
Farm Guidelines. 

  

 

 

Conservation Technical Assistance Initiative 
Mike Wozniak, Conservation Technician 

2012 Grant deliverables: 
4 MAEAP Farm*A*Systs Completed 
95 Conservation practices assisted  
$1,279,210 cost share dollars implemented. 

Mike Wozniak overlooking a completed Seasonal 
High Tunnel, with a very happy landowner. 

Mike Wozniak discussing key points with a landowner. 

Mike Wozniak inspecting a chemical building to  
ensure its completion to standards and specifications. 

Mike was commended by the NRCS for 

revising and completing a heavy  

workload, ensuring the Paw Paw Field 

office stays in state compliance.   


