
Van Buren Conservation District 
28 May 2025 
10:00 AM 
Van Buren Conservation District - 1035 E Michigan Ave., Paw Paw, MI 49079 
 

 
Agenda  

 

Call to Order - Regular Business Meeting 
 

Roll Call of Board Directors: 
●​ Chairperson, Bill VanTassel 
●​ Vice-chairperson, Jan Petersen 
●​ Treasurer/Personnel Liaison, Carl Druskovich 
●​ Secretary, Paulette Rybarski 
●​ Member, Ron Klein 

 

Approval of Agenda 
 

Approval of Minutes 
●​ 23 April 2025 Regular Board Meeting Minutes 

 

Public Comment  
 

Treasurer’s Report 
●​ April 2025 Financial Statements 
●​ Payment of Bills for May 2025 
●​ Payroll & Paid Time Off Accumulation Report for April 2025 

  

Old Business: 
1.​ VBCD Board & Staff Photo Day  

 

New Business: 
1.​ 2024 Farmer of the Year Nomination 
2.​ 2024 Conservation of the Year Nomination 
3.​ Grant Application: 

a.​ The Stewardship Network (TSN) Tool Funding Program | SWxSW Corner CISMA Tree Shrub 
Pulling Tools | $715 awarded | $0 VBCD match 

b.​ Environment, Great Lakes, & Energy (EGLE) Scrap Tire Grant | 2025 Van Buren Conservation 
District | $103,056.60 requested | $100,000.00 awarded  

c.​ Learn Conserve Farm Grant and NRCS Programming Event Support Grant | Farm Bureau 
and Multiple Funders | $2,900.00 requested total | expected decision: unknown 

4.​ Grant Pre-application Letter of Support: 
a.​ Great Lakes Restoration Initiative (GLRI) | Interjurisdictional Projects  

5.​ Notice of Resignation: Southland  
 

Committee Updates: 
●​ Fund Development (Petersen, Rybarski, Sinclair): Next Meeting: To be determined 
●​ Property Development (Druskovich, VanTassel): Next Meeting: To be determined  

 

Farmland and Open Space Preservation [Part 361 (1994 Public Act 451)] PA 116 Applications for Review:  
●​ Almena Township: Thomas J. Drozd | Parcel Number 80-01-004-002-20 
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●​ Almena Township: Thomas J. Drozd | Parcel Number 80-01-007-013-20 
●​ Almena Township: Thomas J. Drozd | Parcel Number 80-01-009-020-03 
●​ Antwerp Township: Thomas J. Drozd | Parcel Number 80-02-005-010-36 
●​ Antwerp Township: Thomas J. Drozd | Parcel Number 80-02-005-009-16 
●​ Antwerp Township: Thomas J. Drozd | Parcel Number 80-02-005-003-00 

 

Board of Director Reports 
●​ Chairperson - verbal 
●​ Vice Chairperson - verbal 
●​ Treasurer - verbal 

●​ Secretary - verbal 
●​ Member - verbal    

 

Van Buren Conservation District Staff Reports: 

●​ Executive Director’s Report - verbal 
●​ Administrator’s Report - verbal 
●​ Ag Conservation/Water Quality Projects 

Report – written  
●​ CISMA Team Report - written 
●​ MAEAP Report - written 

●​ NACD Outreach & Technical Assistance 
Report - written 

●​ Outreach Report - written 
●​ Produce Safety Report – none 
●​ Resource Recovery Report - written 

 

Cooperating Agency Reports: 
●​ Farm Service Agency (FSA) Report - none 
●​ Land Preservation Board Report - met 14 

May 2025, next meeting 9 July 2025 
●​ Conservation Programs Unit (CPU) Report 

- written 
●​ Michigan State University Extension 

(MSUE) Report - none 

●​ Natural Resource Conservation Service 
(NRCS)  

●​ VBCD Foundation Board - Next meeting 23 
July 2025 at 4:30 PM | Liberty Hyde Bailey 
Museum 

 

Other Correspondence:  
1.​ EGLE Public Notice: HQ6-D4FT-0GV5W 
2.​ EGLE Public Notice: HQ9-16JM-YSWJF 
3.​ EGLE Public Notice: HQ9-V5DC-C2VWB 
4.​ EGLE Public Notice: HQB-SZKZ-7Y28X 

 

Next Board Meeting: 25 June 2025 | 10:00 AM | VBCD Office - 1035 E Michigan Ave., Paw Paw, MI 49079 
 

Adjournment 


